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The  Chairman  and  Members 

The  Felixstowe  Urban  District  Council 


Mr,  Chairman 9 Ladies  and  (lentlemenj 

I have  the  honour 9 as  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  to  present  my 
annual  report  for  the  year  19^3*  This  report  has  been  planned  on 
similar  lines  to  those  of  recent  years  and  aims  to  supply  the  basic 
information  which  is  required  by  the  Ministry  each  year. 

The  outlook  on  Public  Health  has  altered  considerably  in  the 
past  few  years  c^nd  is  becoming  much  more  attuned  to  modern  needs. 

The  problems  which  arose  in  the  past  through  poverty,  dirt  and 
ignorance  have  to  a large  measure  been  eliminated  and  the  main 
objective  is  now  to  maintain  such  a standard  of  health  and  hygiene 
in  the  community  that  illness>  is,  as  far  as  possible,  prevented. 

There  has  been  much  legislation  aimed  at  improving  environmental 
conditions  in  the  home,  at  work  and  in  leisure  so  that  fuller 
enjoyment  of  life  may  be  attained. 

This  legislation  has  placed  a considerable  resijonsibility  on 
those  who  7/ork  in  the  field  of  Public  Health  and  has  provided  a 
real  challenge  to  those  in  authority. 

During  I963  the  general  activities  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
v/ore  aimed  at  improving  the  general  standards  in  the  town  especially 
in  r>;.lation  to  housing  and  food  hygiene  and  the  statistics  indicate 
some  measure  of  success  in  this  field. 

I would  theink  both  Councillors  and  Officials  for  their  co-operation 
during  the  year. 


I am. 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 
C.K.  Imrie 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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Population 


The  population  of  the  Urban  District  of  Felixstowe  has  risen  steadily 
in  the  past  few  years.  As  pointed  out  in  previous  reports  the  increase  in 
the  immediate  post  war  years  v/as  rapid,  but  over  the  past  few  years,  the 
rise  has  been  much  less  spectacular,  with  each  successive  year  showing  an 
increase  of  a,  few  hundreds  over  the  preceding  yea.r. 

The  report  on  the  1^61  Census  which  has  recently  been  published 
throv/s  some  interesting  light  on  the  composition  of  the  population  for 
that  year.  I have  included  some  figures  culled  from  the  report  as  an 
appendix  to  this  report. 


Births 


Reference  to  the  tabular  section  of  this  report  shows  that  the  Birth 
Rate  was  rather  higher  than  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  Sc  Wales  and 
maintained  a satisfactory  level.  Still  Births  numbered  6 which  gives  a 
Still  Birth  Rate  of  I7.8  and  compares  well  with  the  Still  Birth  Rate  for 
the  Country  as  a whole. 


Deaths 


The  General  Death  Rate  when  calculated  for  comparison  was  11.0  per 
1,000  population  as  against  12.2  for  England  & Wales.  This  was  however  an 
increase  of  57  in  the  total  number  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 

The  deaths  v/ere  practically  equally  distributed  between  the  sexes. 

Infantile  Deaths  (under  1 year)  totalled  9 which  is  within  the  range 
of  figures  for  the  past  few  years  but  is  rather  higher  than  the  rate  for 
England  Sc  Wales. 

The  causes  of  death  are  listed  in  the  table. 

It  will  be  noticed  that,  as  in  previous  years,  the  group  of  diseases 
associated  with  the  heart  Sc  circulation  are  numerically  the  largest,  while 
the  malignant  diseases  rank  second.  Both  these  groups  show  an  increase 
over  the  previous  year  but  the  increases  in  malignant  disease  greater 
than  that  in  the  heart  Sc  circulation  group.  The  increase  is  practically 
the  same  for  males  Sc  females. 


1. 


Nnt.-ifia'ble  DiseasQs_ 


-L  • -C* * i liavG  cGasGd  "fco  "bo  a ^ood. 

In  recent  years  the  population.  The  use  of  ^ 

indication  of  the  amount  .,  . Vi-ive  sipriificantly  decreased  their 

immunising  procedures  and  an  i ^ ^ ^ main  causes  of  morbidity 

incidence  and  severity  and  the  result  complaints  about  which 

:rre::i"SSkrtron:  -y  nuctuate  Widely  without  us  being  aware  of 
it,  unless  it  is  reflected  in  the  death  returns. 


-1+  iw-i  1 1 bG  noted  that  the 
With  regard  to  tlie  ^than  in  the  previous  years  and  it 

total  of  121  cases  is  considerably  less  than  it.  P 

is  mainly  due  to  the  continuance  of  measles  from  ^ 


It  will  be  seen  that  Sur^rduo  to  several  factors 

adequate  treatment  and  improved  methods  of  finding 


Prevention  of  Disease 


Prevention  is  better  than  cure.  g^pies  in  the  immunis- 

Public  Health  and  one  of  its  --h^"-®bv"Se  LooarKealth  Authority.  I 
ation  programmes  which  + ^^t  for  the  following  summary  of 

am  indebted  to  the  County  Health  ^oP^rtment 
immunisations  which  were  carried  out  in  the  Distri 


Smallpox  vaccinations  - primary 

n revaccinations 

Tetanus  immunisations 

Diphtheria  & \Vhooping  Cough 

^ M & Tetanus 


fi 


15 

113 

147 

14 

196 


n 


V 
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Boosters  173 


The  recent  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  i^  Extremely  vulnera 

awaken  the  general  public  to  that  we  are  in  some  ways  mo 

to  food  borne  disease.  Indeed  i P frequently  food  is  pro 

vulnerable  than  in  the  past  owing  to  th  processed,  is  dissemii 

in  bulk  in  some  lyg±one  occur  in  the  preparation  then  the 

over  vast  areas.  If  lapse  yfe  wide, 

resulting  infections  may  be  spread  f 


Hygiene  in  food  handling  is  a S"^ll  who^hindle  food  at  < 

attenti^to  detail  and  is  the  --f.-f^^gi^l^i^L'^Lrsonal  hygiene  is  tl 
stage  of  production,  ^^^^p^oLction  and  the  protection  of 

first  essential  in  everyone  for  his  own  . greater  among  those  w1 

others.  The  importance  of  extreme  car.  is  di 
are  concerned  in  catering  for  others. 


2. 


Accidents 5 particularly  in  the  home  are  the  cause  of  much  suffering 
particularly  among  young  children  and  the  aged  and  infirm.  It  appears  that 
the  proliferation  of  modern  labour-saving  devices  has  done  little  to 
deminish  accidents.  Boiling  water,  fire,  electricity,  gas  and  falls  still 
take  their  toll  and  the  only  prevention  is  common  sense  and  forethought  and 
some  knov/ledge  of  the  dang;ers  which  exist.  In  seaside  resorts,  whore 
sv/imming  and  boating  are  a big  attraction  there  is  alv/ays  som.e  risk  for  the 
unskilled  and  unv/ary.  Although  there  is  a good  record  for  v/ater  safety  in 
Felixstowe  accidents  do  occur  from  time  to  time  and  I feel  that  the  arra^nge- 
ments  for  life  saving  and  resusitation  should  be  reviewed  from  time  to  time. 


The  following  extract  shov/s  the  number  of  accidental  deaths  over  10  years. 

1954  1955  1956  1957  1958  1959  i960  1961  1962  1963  Total 

in  10 
Years 


M/Vehicle 

Accidents  1 - -1  24  1 -1  3 13 

Other 

Accidents  3 3 5 8 4 2 2 5 6 4 42 

As  regards  fatal  accidents  in  Felixstowe  over  the  pcost  decade.  It  will 
be  noted  that  for  every  one  road  death  there  cire  rather  more  than  three 
accidental  deaths  due  to  other  causes.  This  moans  that  in  ten  years  42  persons, 
who  might  have  been  alive  to-day,  lost  their  lives  in  circumstances  which 
might  well  have  been  prevented. 


It  will  of  course  be  readily  appreciated  that  there  are  for  every  fatal 
accident  a considerable  number  of  accidents  of  Vcirying  degrees  of  seriousness 
from  the  trivial  to  the  incapacitating.  All  this  amounts  to  a formidable 
problem. 

I would  like  to  suggest  that  the  Council  might  consider  it  appropriate 
to  promote  a Home  & Water  Safety  Committee  as  a ¥/orthv;rhile  project.  This 
could  work  in  parallel  with  the  Home  Safety  Committee. 


Ret^istrar  Generals  Report  on  Census  196I 
Composition  of  population  of  Felixstovve  by  marital  status 


Population  Total  1729^ 


Total 

Single 

Married 

Widowed 

Divorced 

i 7940 

1 

i 3330 
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C omposition  by  Age 


Years  i 

Male  i 

Female i 

0-9  j 

1 

1524  : 

t 

I 

1275  j 

10-19  i 

1 060  j 

t 

1152  1 

i 

20-29 

1175  i 

1019  I 

4 

30-39 

957 

1045 1 

40-49  1 

988  ; 

1126 1 

50-59  ‘ 

879  i 

1106  I 

! 

t 

60-69 

741  i 

1229  j 

70-79 
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80-89 
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Old  People  Living  Alone 

There  were  at  the  time  of  the  Census  the  following  persons  of 
pensionable  age  (Male  over  65  Female  over  6O). 

Males  72  Females  578 

The  total  number  of  pensionable  persons  living  in  one  or  two 
person  house  holds  wass 

Males  1051  Females  1282 


4. 


showing  composition  of  population  of  Felixstov/e  by  ag'e  & sex 

(Extracted  from  Census) 


iO-H 


Number  of 
Persons 
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1750 
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5. 


Statistios 


General  Statistics 

1.  Area  of  District  in  acres 

2.  Number  of  iniiabited  houses 

3.  Density  of  population  - persons  per  acre 

4.  Average  number  of  persons  per  house 

5.  Rateable  value  of  district 

60  Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


4,281 

5,481 

4.175 

3.25 

£620,519 

£^565 


Vital  Statistics 

Summary  covering  Five  Years 


1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

Population 

15,800 

16,150 

17,220 

17,440 

17,860 

Live  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  population 

20.69 

22.53 

21.19 

19-09 

18.78 

Still  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  population 

.25 

.30 

.29 

.4 

.33 

General  Death  Rate 
per  1 ,000  population 

13.7 

13.0 

12.6 

12.38 

15.22 

Infantile  Death  Rate 

(under  1 year)  per 

1,000  live  births 

12.1 

24.10 

13. 

24.0 

26.86 

Actual  nujiiber  of  deaths 
under  1 year 

4 

9 

5 

8 

9 

6. 


Live  Births 


Male 

Pemal e 

Total 

Legitimate 

154  ; 

157 

311 

Illegitimate 

14  : 

10 

24  ^ 

335 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Birth  Rate  calculated  for  comparison 

with  other  areas 

Live  Birth  Rate,  England  & '-^^ales 

Still  Births 

18.78 

20 . 009 

18.2 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

1 

5 

6 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Still  Birth  Rate  JjBt  1,000  Births 

Still  Birth  Rate,  England  & Wales 

.33 

17.81 

18.1 

6 

Beaths  All  Causes 

Male 

Female 

Total 

136 

137 

273 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  15*22 

Death  Piate  calculated  for  comparison 

with  other  areas  11.0 

Death  Rato,  England  & Wales  12.2 

Deaths  From  Puerneral  and  Other  Maternal  Causes 

NIL 


7- 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1 Yesx 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

5 

4 

9 

- 

. ...9. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  Legitimate  ^6.06 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  Illegitimate 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births,  England  & 

Wales 


Deaths  of  Infants  Under  Four  Weeks 

Legit  ima.te 
Illegitimate 


Male 

Female 

Total 

3 

j) 

6 

— 

— 

6 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  live  births 
Deaths  of  Infants  Under  Ono  Week 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Causes  of  Death  Under  One  Year 

Disease 

Pneumonia 

Congenita-1  Malformations 
Other  defined  Sc  ill-defined  o-if 


17.81 


Male 

Female 

Total 

3 

2 

5 

- 

— 

5 

1.43 


Male  Female  Total 

; - ' 

3 3 

asos  3 ^ 


5 


4 


9 


Causes  of  Death 


No, 

Ma 

le 

Female 

Tota 

1 

1962 

1963 

1962 

1963  1962 

1963 

1. 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory 

2. 

Tuberculosis  other 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3. 

Syphilitic  Disease 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 • 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

\Vlio oping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  liifection 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8. 

ivie  a s 1 e s 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9- 

Other  infectious  & parasitic  disease 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

10, 

Maligaaant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

4 

4 

1 

7 

5 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  & bronchus 

6 

7 

1 

2 

7 

9 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  brertst 

— 

- 

1 

5 

1 

5 

13. 

MPvlignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  Malignant  d Lymphatic  neoplasms 

1 0 

13 

7 

13 

20 

26 

15. 

Loukaemi a , Aleukaemia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

16. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

17. 

VcSDular  lesions  of  nervous  s5^stom 

17 

19 

21 

25 

38 

44 

18. 

Ccronai7/  disease,  angina 

31 

29 

21 

24 

52 

53 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20. 

Other  lieart  disease 

4 

11 

16 

25 

20 

36 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

6 

1 

4 

4 

10 

5 

22. 

InfluonZ'a 

— 

3 

1 

6 

1 

9 

23. 

Pneujnonia 

11 

16 

7 

16 

18 

32 

24. 

Bronchitis 

6 

7 

U 

1 

8 

8 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

— 

1 

i 

— 

1 

1 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

CO 

CXI 

Nephritis  & Nephrosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

1 

2 

— 

- 

1 

2 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

C 0 nge  ni t a 1 ma 1 f 0 rma t ions 

— 

— 

2 

3 

2 

3 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  disease 

6 

13 

8 

7 

14 

20 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

A 

\ 

' 1 

3 

— 

- 

1 

3 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

2 

2 

4 

2 

6 

4 

35. 

Suicide 

— 

2 

1 

- 

1 

2 

36. 

Homicide  & Operations  of  war 

— 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 

Total 

109 

136 

107 

137 

216 

273 
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Monthly  Total  of  Fotifia'blo  Disease 


: Jem  ;•  Fob 

Mar 

Apl 

May 

June  ; Jul 

Aug  Sept  •;  Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  - ; - 

— 

- 

- 

- i 1 

Puerperal  Fever  - : - 

- 

1 : - 

; : 

- 

Scarlatina  - ; - 

- 

1 

1 

• 

• ( 

i/ftio oping  Cough  - : - 

Dysentery  i ” 

3 

6 

10 

2 ; - 

- : 16 

- : 3 ■ - 

0'-0  0 0 • * 0t 

> 

r « V a 

Scarlet  Fever  ~ 

Measles  16  ; - 

3 

7 

7 

9 

13  *:  2 

18  ; - : - 

«KW 

Fotifiahlo  Disease  Classified  hy  Age 


0- 

•I- 

i 

3- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

45“” 

65-  un 
kno?/n 

1960 ; 

1961 

: 1962 

1^' 

Puerpera.1  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

1 

- 

- 

2 

; *“ 

Puerperal  Feaa-^r 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

t 

— 

Scarlatina, 

- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

4 

4 

7 

5 

1 

- 

« - 

2 : 

— 

r 

C 

Dysentery 

Scarlet  Fever 

3 

1 

2 

2 

6 

2 

3 

— 

0»»»9%0*>0 

« • • « « ^ ^ 

1 

U.  i0  0 0 

Measles 

1 

18 

21 

21 

3 

A 

— 

4 

21  ; 

19 

; 19*= 

; 

: 

22 

: 197 

1^ 

iUDGrCUiesiS  aiiu  I'auuj-'uuxutjXto  x/cic.,  Uii 

N--'  V ^ a- 

4 959 

:1960 

1961 

4962 

« 

« 

1963 

sis  rOvto  per  1^000  population 

5.4 

: 5.6  : 

5.28 

: 5.1 

: 4.0 

sis  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

• 6 

■ .0 

.11 

; .0 

: .0 

th  from  Tuberculosis 

1 

; 0 

3 

: 0 

0 

• 
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Tuberculosis  Tables  for  19^3 


Male 

Pulm  Hen 
Pulm 

Female 

Pulm  Hon 
Pulm 

Total 

Humber  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis 
on  the  Register  on  1st  January,  19^3 

44 

c; 

35 

6 

90 

Humber  of  cases  notified  under 
ReguJations  for  the  first  time 
during  the  year 

1 

1 

Humber  of  cases  restored  to  the 

Register  having  been  removed  in 
the  previous  year 

1 

1 

Humber  of  cases  added  to  the 

Register  and  brought  to  notice 
otherwise  than  by  primary  notification 

1 

1 

I'himber  of  cases  removed  from  the 

Register  during  the  year 

2 

' 1 

4 

— 

7 

Humber  of  cases  remaining  on  the 

Register  at^  the  end  of  the  year 

43 

6 

31 

6 

86 

Reasons  for  Reiiioval  From  T«B.  Re^^ister 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Recovered 

2 

2 

4 

Removed  to  other  districts 

1 

1 

2 

Died  (not  notified  as  T.B.) 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

11. 


Sunshine  and  Rainfall 

1963 


Sunshine 

Rainfall 

• . . 

hours 

inches 

January  : 

47  hrs.  45  mins. 

.716 

f'ehruary  J 

72 

50 

• 

OD 

0 

KjJ 

Ma,rch  ; 

123 

5 

2.427 

April  ;■ 

t 

145 

20 

2.676 

is^y  ; 

200 

35 

2.114 

Juno  : 

229 

SO 

2.000 

July  ; 

229 

25 

1.062 

August 

146 

00 

2.193 

September  ; 

144 

5 

1.379 

October  ; 

92 

35 

1.082 

lie  V ember 

65 

20 

3.819 

December 

58 

5 

.602 

Totals  : 

1554 

55 

20.873 

ixverago  hours  of  sunshine 

pur  day 

Actual  inches  of  rainfall 

for  year 


1961 

1962 

1963 

4.72 

3.95 

4.26 

20.055 

19.079 

20.873 
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FELIXSTOV^fS  URjW  DISTRICT  COURCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

For  the  Year  19^3 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council 
Mto  Chairman, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  report  on  the  environmental  health 
conditions  in  the  Urban  District  for  19^3* 

The  Riblic  Health  Inspection  Service  has  been  described  as  working  so 
unobstrusively  and  efficiently  as  to  encourage  those  not  directly 
concerned  with  it  often  to  overlook  its  import  r^nd  impact  on  human  affairs. 
If  the  public  shows  less  concern  with  its  characteristics  than  sectional 
interests  more  intimately  involved  - landlords,  estate  agents,  bakers, 
butchers,  restaurateurs,  shopkeepers,  publicans  - then  perhaps  it  is 
because  Councils  so  clearly  speak  and  act  in  the  public  interest- 

Public  ally  and  champion  though  the  public  health  inspector  might  be, 
his  Job  is  but  a shadow  without  the  stimulous  and  support  of  a well-informed 
and  health-conscious  Council.  In  this  respect,  I should  particularly  like 
to  pay  tribute  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee 
and  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  Obedient  servant, 

J.E.  Compton 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

’’Things  are  seldom  what  they  seem, 
Skim  milk  masquerades  as  cream”. 

W. S.  Gilbert. 


Public  Health  Department, 
South  Beach  Mansion, 
Felixstowe. 
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Water  Supplies 


Main  Supplies 


Water  is  supplied  in  bulk  by  the  Felixstowe  and  District  Company,  being 
drav/n  from  the  llewbourn  stream  and  Mil  River,  Bucklesham,  and  pumped  from 
a deep  well  at  Rushmere.  The  river  water  is  purified  before  distribution 
by  means  of  sedimentation  with  alum,  rapid  gravity  sand  filtration  and 
chlorination.  The  deep  v/ell  water  is  simply  chlorinated. 

A high  standard  of  purity  was  maintained  in  the  townhs  supplies 
during  the  year,  as  the  results,  shovm  in  Table  1,  of  the  samples  of  water 
taken  and  examined  confirm. 

Table  1 


Supply  Bacteriological 

: Analysis 

: Satis  Unsatis 

•* 

Chemical 
Analysis 
Satis  Unsatis 

** 

Rav/  untreated  water  - - 20 

»• 

Treated  deep  v/ell  v/ater  : 

(Rushmere)  : 9 

Treated  river  water  : 

(Bucklesham)  : 17  "" 

2 

13 

The  chemical  composition  of  the  domestic  supply  is  shovvia  in  a sample 
submitted  for  analysis  to  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratory  London, 
on  30th  September,  1963* 


Chemical  Results  in  Parts  per  Million 


Appearance  Bright  v/ith  particles 

Colour  Nil 

pH  7*6 

Electric  Conductivity  ^00 
Chlorine  present  as  Chloride  40 
Hardness  s Total  175 
Non-carbonate  5^ 

Nitrite  Nitrogen  less  than  0.01 
Oxygen  Absorbed  0,45 
Residual  Chlorine  absent 
Fluoride  (f)  5 0.1 


Turbidity  less  than  1 

Odour  Normal 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  6 

Dissolved  Solids  dried  at  180^C  360 

Alkalinity  as  Calcium  Carbonate  125 

Carbonate  125 

Nitrate  Nitrogen  1 1 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen  0.000 

Albuminiod  Nitrogen  0.018 

Metals  Iron,  Zinc,  Copper,  Lead  s Absent 
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This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  has  a 
reaction  on  the  alkaline  side  of  neutrality  and  is  free  from  metals.  The 
.lardness  of  the  water  is  moderate  and  it  contains  no  excess  of  mineral 

or  saline  constituents  in  solution.  Its  organic  quality  is  of  a high 
standard. 

These  results  are  considered  satisfactory  and  indicate  a water 
which,  from  the  aspect  of  the  chemical  analysis,  is  pure  and  wholesome 
in  character  and  suitable  for  drinking  and  domestic  uses. 

Roy  C.  Hoather 


Fluoridation 

During  the  ^ear  the  Council  recommended  the  County  Council  to 
approve  in  principle  fluoridation  of  the  public  water  supply  involving 
adustment  of  the  fluoride  content  from  0.1  part  per  million  to  1.0  per 
million.  The  County  Council  declined  to  support  the  recommendation. 

Radioactive  Substances 


Sampling  of  drinking  and  other  water  for  the  presence  of  Strontium— 
90  and  Caesium-137  is  carried  out  on  a regional  basis. 

Main  and  Other  Supplies  in  the  Urban  District 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  Table 
2 shows  the  water  supplies,  number  of  houses  and  population  served  on 
31st  December,  19^3. 

Table  2 


Ho.  of  Houses 

Served  by 

Population 

5455 

Maine  Supply 

17789 

10 

*’  (standpipes) 

28 

16 

Bores  and  Wells 

43 

Contamination 


Bacteriological  samples  of  water  from  a shallow  well  supplying  two 
farmworkers*  cottages  confirmed  contamination  of  the  supply  by  sewage, 
probably  from  a nearby  cesspool.  The  landlord  promptly  agreed  to  lay  on 
a piped  mains  supply  and  close  the  well. 


15. 


V'/oll  Wat  or  Cyanosis 


Chemical  sampling  of  wa,ter  from  the  private  bores  and  wells  enumerated 
in  the  Table  2 is  effected  mainly  to  determine  nitrite  and  nitrate  content, 
whenever  notification  of  an  expected  birth  at  an  household  so  supplied  is 
received. 

Nitrite  and  nitrates  are  usually  breakdown  sbagos  of  the  products  of 
decomposition  of  organic  material  which  has  gained  access  to  the  water  and 
are  helpful  indicators  of  orga,nic  pollution,  either  recent  (nitrites)  or  more 
remote  (nitrates). 

Though  normally  not  regarded  as  injurious  to  health  in  drinking  water, 
a fPoirly  high  nitrate  content  can  give  rise  to  ”v/ell  water  cyanosis^’  or 
methaemoglobinaoraia  in  babies  assimilating  nitrates  from  water  in  their  feeds. 
Affected  babies*  blood  is  altered  in  such  a way  that  life  is  endangered. 

The  nitrate  content  of  samples  has  so  far  been  satisfactory. 


Childrens*  Paddling  Pool 

Three  samples  of  water  were  taken  from  this  pool  during  its  use 
through  the  holiday  season.  All  were  satisfactory. 


Scniitary  Accommodation,  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Approximately  24O  households  share  sanitary  accomimodation,  mainly 
vmter  closets.  A few  privies  - rapidly  being  displaced  by  "newfangled’* 
chemical  closets  ~ subsist  a.t  Felixstowe  Ferry,  whore  some  sturdy  characters, 
who  appear  to  be  sufficient  unto  themselves  mid  find  contentment  in  solitude, 
elect  to  live  out  their  independence  in  improvised  incongruity. 

Hygienically gOne  of  the  highlights  of  I963  was  the  banishment  of  the 
pail  closet  from  the  County  Education  Authority* s Schools  in  the  Urban 
District,  thanks  to  the  County  Architect  and  his  staff.  Clearly,  healthy 
living  is  as  much  health  education  as  health  education  is  education  for 
living. 


About  80  properties  in  unsewered  areas  of  the  District  arc  drained  to 
cesspools  or  septic  tanks. 

Two  complaints  v;ere  investigated  alleging  a persistently  low-lying 
noisome  miasma  of  sewer  gas  proxim.ate  to  a main  ventilating  shaft.  In  both 
instances  meteorological  conditions  favoured  persistence  of  the  gas. 
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Housin,g: 


Central  govorninent  is  responsible  for  national  housing  policy  and  in 
large  measure  local  authorities  are  the  chosen  instruments  of  its  execution. 

Councils  are  responsible  for  housing  in  their  areas  to  the  extent  that 
they  must  from  time  to  time  survey  their  districts | ensure  that  housing 
conditions  are  satisfaxtory^  that  adequate  standards  are  maintained  both  in 
relation  to  newly  built  and  existing  houses,  and  that  slums  are  cleared. 
Local  authorities  are  also  responsible  for  providing  new  dwellings  when  and 
v/here  required. 

ITev/  Dwellings 

Figures  of  houses  built  in  the  Urban  District  since  1945  given 
in  Table  3* 

Table  3 


llew  Dwellings  Completed  ; 

Year 

Private  Development 

Council  Development 

1945/1950 

51  ;; 

302 

1951 

9 ii 

^ * 

75 

1952 

12  ;*■ 

64  ; 

1953 

38  i 

84  : 

1954 

64  : 

103  i 

1955 

69  ^ 

85  ; 

1956 

64  i 

80  i 

1957 

49  1 

45  ; 

1958 

47  i 

41  i 

1959 

35  i 

57 

1960 

68  : 

25  ; 

1961 

102  : 

— 

1962 

78  : 

- 

1963 

76  : 

10  ; 

Totals  762 

971 i 
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Particulars  of  applications  for  Council  tenancies  in  19^3  are  as 
follows  ? 


No. 

Received 

182 

No. 

Rejected 

108 

No. 

Accepted 

74 

Control  over  the  donsity,  typo  a,nd  a-menity  aspect  of  new  development 
is  exercised  through  the  Town  and  Country  Planining  Acts.  Constructional 
control  is  regulated  by  Building  Byelav/s  and  the  Public  Health  Acts  1936/61. 
Minimum  statutory  standards  of  amenity,  comfort,  convenience  and  size  of 
new  dv/ellings  have  not  been  enacted. 

New  dwellings  should  meet  the  requirements  of  present  and  future 
generations.  Distressing  is  the  present  decline  in  the  size  of  nev/  housing 
- a decline  which  has  not  ha,lted  costs.  Private,  narrow-frontage,  high-density 
dv/ellings  are  being  built  with  floor  areas  as  low  as  ^00  ft  supers  bedroom  sizes 
have  shrunk  and  the  so-called  third  bedroom  often  barely  accommodates  a single 
bed.  Reduction  in  space  is  concealed  by  open  planning  or  ’’through”  rooms,  and 
scant  regard  is  paid  to  the  rocommendsitions  of  the  Parke r-Morris  Committee  in 
’’Homies  for  Today  and  Tomorrow”.  A local  estate  agent  confirms  that  from  195^/63 
the  prices  of  new  dwellings  have  on  average  increased  by  40^  s-^d  those  of  older 
houses  by  slightly  more. 

Owing  perhaps  to  the  reduced  municipal  housing  programme  since  1956, 
many  people  who  previously  looked  to  the  Council  have  turned  to  the  private 
miarket.  In  attempting  to  meet  the  demand  for  cheaper  houses,  architects  and 
builders  are  resorting  to  lower  standards. 

The  Building  Industry’s  problem  is  how  to  maintain  and  improve  standards 
without  increasing  costs.  Municipally,  research  into  present  and  future 
housing  needs  to  plan  the  basis  of  a house-building  programme  seems  essential. 

Existing  Dwellings 

Two  legal  codes  regulate  the  condition  of  existing  property?  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  which  enable  Councils  to  require  the  remedying  of  defects 
prejudicial  to  health  or  a nuisance,  and  the  Housing  Acts,  which  miake  provision 
for  the  roh.?.bilita,tion,  closure,  clea,rance  or  demolition  of  unfit  or  defective 
housing. 

Details  of  some  of  this  housing  work  are  as  follows? 
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Table  4 


The  number  of  houses  at  which  defects  wore  rectified  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  14 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 

notice  2 

Num.ber  of  houses  made  fit  under  Section  24  housing  Act, 

1957  Nil 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  3 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  not  to  use  dwellings  for 
human  habitation  8 

Number  of  houses  demolished  2 


The  cost  of  building  repairs  has  risen  steeply  since  the  enactment 
of  the  Rent  Act,  1957?  the  repair  and  maintenance  of  privately  rented 
controlled  properties  proseniB  difficulties  especially  for  the  impecunious 
landlord.  The  repair  pr'visions  of  the  Housing  Acts  are  enforcible  only 
if  the  cost  of  the  works  is  reasona.ble  and,  where  major  repairs  are 
required,  the  cost  may  be  above  the  landlord’s  resources* 


Rent  Act,  1957 

Details  of  action  taken  under  the  Act  ares 
Table  5 

Number  of  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  14 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  Certificates  — 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  Certificates  13 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  - 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  13 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  Landlords  under 

paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule  11 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  Local  Authority 
under  proviso  to  paragraph  5 of  the  First  Schedule 

Number  of  Certificates  issued  2 

Number  of  applications  pending  at  the  end  of  the  year  1 
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Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 


There  are  about  200  of  these  houses  in  the  town.  Not  untypical  is 

a- 

a three  or  four-storey  house  in  a Victorian/Sdwardian  terrace  complete  with 
basement  and  attics. 

Occupants  tend  to  be  young  married  couples  awaiting  Council  rehousing^ 
immigrant  families  whose  housing  applications  ha-vo  been  rejected  by  the 
Council  and  who  are  a bad  mortgage  risk^  bachelors  and  mniden  ladies;  problem 
families  or  social  amputees;  and  servicemen  a,nd  their  families. 

Rent  income  from  such  a house  may  be  as  high  as  £30  a v/eele.  Inevitably 
lettings  are  decontrolled.  Tenants  have  little  or  no  security  of  tenure  and 
are  reluctant  to  risk  eviction  by  complaining  about  conditions. 

In  co-operation  with  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  proposals  for 
all  new  conversions  are  examined  at  the  planning  stage  to  ensure  that  new 
flats  and  flatlets  are  as  self-contained  a,nd  self-sufficient  as  possible. 


Improvement  of  Old  Property 

The  1961  Census  return  indicates  that  there  were  8I8  houses  in  the 
town  lacking  a hot  water  tap  and  742  lacking  a fixed  bath. 


During  19^3  a street  survey  of  houses  in  a potential  improvement 
grant  area  v/as  completed  with  the  following  re suit ss 


45 

25 


Tota.l  No.  privately  ov/ned  houses 

(i)  No.  Owner/o couplers 
( i i ) No . Tenant  e d 

No.  above  houses  fully  equipped  v?ith  standard  amenities 

(i)  No.  Owner/o ccupiers  25 

(ii)  No,  Tenaants  4 

Total  No.  of  houses  a,t  v/hich  tenant  or  owner/occupier  opted 
for  improvements 


(i)  No.  Owner/occupiers 
(ii)  No.  Tenants 

Total  No.  persons  showing  no  interest 

(i)  NOo  Owner/occupiorj 
(ii)  NOo  Tenants 


‘S 


15 

16 


5 

5 


82 

29 

31 

10 


Unoccupied  at  present 
’’Don’t  know"  or  No  Reply 
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3 

9 


Generally  failure  to  take  advantage  of  improvement-grant  schemes 
appears  to  be  due  to  such  difficulties  as  the  apa.thy  of  landlords  and 
tenants^  rent  control  imposed  by  acceptance  of  grant— aid,  owners’  lack 
of  financial  resources,  elderly  tenants’  dislike  of  disturbance,  and 
rents  so  low  as  to  discourage  further  Investment# 

Perhaps  the  schemes  could  bo  extended  to  enable,  subject  to 
safeguards,  the  elderly  to  obtain  grant-aid  towards  the  installation 
of  better  heating  systems  and  appliances,  improving  insulation,  and  renc^Aring 
dangerous  electric  v/iring  and  gas  piping. 

During  the  year  the  following  grants  were  approved  for  payments 

Standard  Grants  24 

Discretionary  Grants  1 

Housing  is  one  of  the  pillars  of  public  health.  The  alternative  to 
doctors’  prescriptions  may  be  a better  house. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  196O 
Particulars  of  licences  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year  ares— 


Licences  to  use  land  as  site 

Total  Ho.  of  : 

for  holiday  caravans 

vans  thereon  ; 

8 

680  : 

Licences  to  use  land  as  a site 

Total  Ho.  of  : 

for  single  caravans 

vans  thereon 

4 

2 ; 

A 

Wisely,  the  Council  has  resolutely  refused  to  approve  sites  for 
residentia,!  ca,ravanning.  However,  residential  ca.ravan  design  may  nov; 
have  reached  a stage  v/here  reappraisal  of  this  policy  is  Justified. 
Latest  models  outdate  some  modern  bungalows,  which  are  smaller  and  less 
well  equipped.  In  fact,  remove  the  wheels  and  chassis,  place  one  on  a 
suitable  foundation  and  with  in  situ  services  laid  on,  it  ceases  to  be 
a ” caravan”. 
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Construction  and  marketing  of  homes  like  these  might  provide  the 
caravan  industry  v/ith  an  opportunity  of  helping  to  resolve  the  housing 
shortage.  Provided  alv/ays  the  homes  are  constructed  to  British  Standard 
Specifications.  Perhaps,  because  it  really  needs  its  wheels,  only  the 
touring  caravan  has  a future. 


Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  d Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  195^ 

Shops  Act,  I95Q 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 
Consumer  Protection  Act,  19^1 

IToise  Abatement  Act,  ^^60 

The  Heating  Appliances  (Fireguard)  Regu.lations,  1953 

The  Oil  Heaters  Regulations,  19^2 


Routine  inspections  were  effected  to  enforce  this  legislation. 
Contraventions  noted  were  remedied  by  informal  action,  although  some 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  a dealer  in  second-hand  goods 
to  desist  from  selling  unguarded  appliances. 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies 


Details  of  food  traders  in  the  District  are  given  in  the  undermentioned 

Table. 

Table  6 


: Type  of  Business 

Total  No. 

: No • of 

i Inspections 

llo.  Reg.  SI  6 

P.  & D.  Act,  1958 

: Cafes  and  Caniteens 

61 

i 126 

< 

: Hotels  & Guest  Houses 

86 

GO 

J Bakehouses 

4 

: 21 

: Grocers 

36 

j 101 

: Butchers 

18 

: 66 

• Fruiterers  & Greengrocers 

17 

i 20 

17 

; Sweet  & Rock 

; Manufacturers 

1 

; Confectionoi^s  Sc 

; Sweetshops 

20 

i 17 

« 

Licensed  Premises 

18 

; 8 

: Pish  Shops 

: (Fried  & Wet) 

11 

• 

i 13 

• Shellfish  Boilers 

2 

t 

; Stalls  (inc.  Mobile  Shops) 

46 

; 11 

i Dairies 

2 

i 21 

• 

1 

: Ice  Cream  Manufacturers 

1 

; 1 

1 

Ice  Cream  Vendors 

101 

1 32 

4 

4 

4 

101 

i Total 

420 

i 366 

4 

120 
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Suiflmary  of  Inspections 


Table  7 

Housing*  and  Public  Health  Act  Total 


Houses  inspected  485 

Re-inspections  re.  execution  of  work  45^ 

Drains  insepcted  64 

Drains  tested  I9 

Rent  Act,  1957  52 

Improvement  Grants  ,4 

Infectious  Disease  Control  88 

Mosquitos  4 

Noise  Nuisance  5 

Visits  re.  Water  Supplies  and  sampling  48 

Beach  Hut  Sites  I6 

Overcrowding  and  vermin  infested  houses  2 

Refuse  storage  and  removal  29 

Camping  sites  80 

Sanitary  defects  and  nuisances  1 

Smoke  observations  34 

Septic  Tank  installations  7 

Offensive  trade  - 

Inspection  Re.  Supervision  of  Food  Supplies 

Bakehouses  21 

Fishfryers/fish shops  13 

Ice  Cream  (inspections  and  visits  for  samples)  70 

Dair;^^  premises,  milk  shops  (inspections  and  visits  for 
samples  42 

Slaughterhouse  1 33 

Butchers  and  sausage  premises  59 

Cafes,  Restaurants  and  similar  premises  154 

Pood  condemnations  (excluding  slaughterhouse)  I6 

Pood  poisoning  2 

I'liscellaneous  Acts 


Factory  Acts  I8 

Shops  Act  44 

Pet  Animals  Act  8 

Rodent  infestations  (agricultural  land)  - 

Miscellaneous  general  224 


2150 
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Food  H.Yi^iene 

Everybody  eats  and  everybody  believes  that  food  hygiene  is  a good 
thing  - at  least  in  principle. 

Standards  of  hygiene  in  food  premises  correlate  remarkably  with 
general  efficiency  and  accurately  reflect  the  attitude  of  mind  of  their 
proprietors 9 managers  and  executives.  Inevitably  a continuous  drive  for 
hygiene  that  permeates  all  levels  of  food  handling  must  come  from  the 
top#  Given  this  drive,  progress  is  mainly  a matter  of  education  in 
flexibility  and  conscientiousness  while  maintaining  constant  supervisory 
personal  interest  and  follow-up# 

Some  managers  achieve  outstandingly  high  standards  and  consistently 
outpace  statutory  requirements#  A few  have  a problem  for  every  solution, 
shrugging  off  the  use  of  detergents  and  sterilants  as  daringly  novel, 
tolerating  abuse  of  the  refrigerator,  excusing  away  the  neglected  art  of 
handwashing,  and  ceaselessly  despairing  of  the  unreliability  of  seasonal 
labour# 

Would  that  by  public  notice  more  establishments  invited  consumer 
inspection  ’’behind  scenes”#  Of  course,  there  is  no  reason  why  housewives 
should  not  request  these  inspections#  And  make  a fuss  about  such  flagrant 
abuses  of  hygiene  as  unclean  ’’hands”,  smeary  glassware,  dried— up  food  in 
mincers,  dirty  work— benches  and  staff  who  smoke,  but  not  to  forget  the 
praise  too,  where  merited. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960 
Notices  given  during  the  year  include  the  follov/ings— 
Table  8 


To  reconstruct  food  preparation  rooms  5 
Cleanse  premises  and  equipment  6 
Provide  handv/ashing  facilities  4 
Protect  food  from  contamination  3 
Improve  refuse  storage  arrangements  4 
Provide  first  aid  kit  4 
Notices  re.  smoking  2 
Provide  cloak  facilities  2 


30 


One  successful  prosecution  respecting  smoking  was  brought  during 
the  year* 
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Public  Health  Shollfish  Regulations,  1934 


i%olks  are  obtained  from  Ccbbold’ g Point  and  Shingle  Street.  None 
is  obtained  from  grounds  liable  to  pollution.  The  whelks  are  cooked 
before  despatch  to  market. 

Pour  samples  of  shellfish  were  taken  during  the  year.  All  were 
satisfactory. 

Section  88,  Felixstov/e  U.ToC.,  Act,  1947 

Registration  of  Hawkers  of  Pood 

The  following  registrations  have  been  mades- 

(a)  Persons  registered  as  food  hawkers 

(b)  Premises  registered  for  the  storage 
of  food  intended  for  sale  from, cart ^ 
barrow  or  other  vehicle 


Milk  and  Dairies 

There  are  tv/o  registered  dairies  in  the  district,  both  dealing  in 
designated  milks.  Licences  for  special  milks  issued  during  the  year  to 
daii^rmen  and  distributors  by  the  County  Council  are  as  follows s~ 


Dealers  in  sterilised  milk  6 
Dealers  in  tuberculin  tested  milk  6 
Dealers  in  pasteurised  milk  19 
Pasteurisers  1 


- 14 

5 


Milk  Bottles 


There  v/erc  48  milk  bottle  samiples  taken  during  the  year  to  assess 
the  efficiency  of  bottle-washing  plant  as  follov/ss- 

Satisfactory  48 

Unsatisfactory  8 

Six  compla-ints  alleging  milk  delivered  in  dirty  bottles  by  rounds- 
men to  consum.ers  v/ere  investigated.  In  all  but  one  the  bottle-filling 
Company  admitted  licsbility,  pleading  in  mitigation  human  error  or 
mechanical  trouble. 
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Samples  of  Milk  cc  Fresh  Cream  for  Bac torioloffical  Examination 


Table  9 


No.  of 

samples 

taken 

Type 

Results 

70 

Pasteurised 

Satisfactory 

60 

Unsatisfactoiy 

10 

4 

Sterilised 

Satisfactory 

4 

Unsatisfactory 

— 

10 

Fresh  Cream 

Satisfactory 

4 

Unsatisfactory 

6 

FolloY/-up  advice,  inspection  and  sampling  was  carried  out 
respecting  all  unsatisfactory  samples* 


The  vd-despread  agricultural  use  of  antibiotics  has  ledi  not  only  to 
resistant  strains  of  bacteria  being  f :imd  in  food  but  also  to  food  itself 
containing  antibiotics*  Outstanding  in  this  respecb is  milk*  Penicillin 
is  used  in  the  treatment  of  cov/s  suffering  from  infection  of  the  udder* 

After  cure,  milk  from  the  cow  should  not  be  sold  for  human  consumption  for 
at  least  two  days  in  order  that  all  the  antibiotic  shall  have  been  v/ashed 
away*  xTot  all  farmers  abide  by  this  recommendation,  and  sampling  of  raw 
milk  for  the  presence  of  antibiotics  is  to  bo  started  in  19^4  "by  the  County* 
Unplea,sant  allergic  reactions  may  ensue  from  drinking  penicillin-contaminated 

milk.  Penicillin  is  heat-resistant  and  only  about  8 per  cent  is  destroyed  by 
pasteurisation. 


Ice  Cream 

There  are  one  hundred  and  one  vendors  of  ice— croam  in  the  District, 
ninety— six  retailing  prepacked  ice  cream  manufactured  in  bulk  outside 
the  District,  one  manufacturing  and  retailing  his  own  heat-treated  mix, 
and  four  simply  freezing  a prepacked  "cream"  to  give  a ’feoft"  ice-cream. 

Samples  of  ice-cream  wore  obtained  from  thirty— three  vendors  to 
assess  the  hygienic  standards  of  manufacture,  distribution  and  storage. 
The  results  are  shown  in  tho  following  Table. 
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Table  10 


; Results 

Grade 

1 

Grade 

2 

Grade  : Grade 

3 : 4 

: Satisfactory 

30 

4 

5 : - 

: Unsatisfactory 

— 

— 

2 

; Total 

number  of  samples 

41 

: Satisf 

o 

o 

ci 

39 

; Unsatisfactory 

2 

The  Liquid  (Pasteurisation)  Reffulavtions,  19^3 

These  regulations  require  the  pasteurisation  of  liquid  egg  to  he 
used  in  food  intended  for  sale  for  human  consumption  other  than  egg  broken 
out  on  food  premises  and  used  within  24  hours.  The  regulations  prescribe 
the  method  of  pasteurisation  and  the  test  to  be  satisfied. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  a survey  to  determine  the  extent  of  use  of 
this  egg  product  in  food  premises  and  the  degree  of  sauipling  necessary 
v/hen  the  regulations  become  operative  on  January  1st  was  in  progress. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1953 

Food  suspected  of  being  unsound  is  either  brought  by  the  complainant 
purchaser  to  the  Public  Health  Department  for  examination  or  made  availfcole 
for  inspection  at  the  food  premises  concerned. 

Table  11  records  the  foodstuffs  examined  and  declared  unfit  for  human 
consum^ption  outside  the  local  slaughterhouse. 


; Goods  not  tinned  or  packed 

Commodity 

Weight 

: Meat  (at  shops) 

201b 

Crabs 

60 

• Goods  tinned  or  packed 

: Commodity 

ITo.  of  tins  or  pa,cks 

; Vegetable 

9 

Fruit 

18 

; Meat 

24 

Fish 

1 

; Jam 

1 

Soup 

8 

■;  Cocoa 

1 

Flour 

4 

; Frozen  Foods 

136 
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Foreign  Bodies  in  Food 


During  the  year,  infractions  concerning  the  retail  sale  of  a mouldy 
pork  pie,  a mouldy  cornish  pasty,  a matchstick  in  a meal,  foreign  matter 
in  a loaf  of  broad  and  maggots  in  prepacked  stuffing  were  followed  up, 
and  warning  letters  sent  to  offenders.  Most  of  the  goods  had  wrappings 
stamped  by  the  manufacturers  v/ith  the  code  date  of  packe-ging.  ’’Why  in 
code?”  asks  the  consumer.  ’’Because  shoppers  would  othcr?/ise  discriminate 
against  perfectly  sound  yet  earlier  dated  food”  reply  the  manufacturers. 

The  retailer,  who  could  himself  date-stamp  all  deliveries  but  prefers  to  use 
his  own  stock-coding  and  sales  rotation  system,  is  non-committal. 

Adulteration 

F-^od  and  Drugs  sampling  to  check  compositional  standards  and  quality 
and  detect  adulterations,  a<bstractions,  substitutions  and  false  descriptions, 
is  carried  out  in  the  Urban  District  by  the  County  Council’s  sampling 
officers. 

At  present,  selective  or  random  sampling  of  agricultural  or  horticultxiral 
crops,  excepting  certain  fruits,  for  the  presence  of  ■ pesticidal  and  other 
chemical  residues  is  not  systematically  effected  by  any  public  agency. 

Meat  Inspection 

There  is  one  privately-owned  licensed  slaughterhous  in  the  District 
which  kills  prime  quality  meat  only.  Besides  the  supervision  of  h^omano 
slaughter  and  hygienic  conditions  in  the  slaughterhouse,  a 100^  inspection 
of  all  carcases  v/as  achieved  (See  Table  12). 

The  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  19^3,  v/hich  came  into  operation 
during  the  year  considerably  added  to  the  work  of  inspectors  yet  surprisingly 
omitted  to  fill  in  loopholes  in  The  Meat  (Staining  and  Sterilization) 
Regulations,  I96O. 

Butchers’  Shops 

Increasingly  local  butchers  are  opting  for  refrigerated  endows  and 
display  cabinets  and  a number  employ  a cashier  to  handle  money.  Enlightened 
butchers,  courageously  spurnng  the  traditional  timbered  shop  and  the  daily 
sawdust-^spreading,  arc  gradually  bringing  to  an  end  the  hanging  or  display 
of  unprotected  meat  and  the  mixed  raw  and  cooked  meat  counters. 
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Table  12 


Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  ^^ole  or  Part 


Cattle 

Ex 

Cows 

Cov/s 

Calves 

Sheep 

or 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

136 

— 

8 

298 

- 

Number  inspected 

136 

- 

8 

298 

114 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticer- 
ci.  ^Hhole  carcases  con- 
demned. 

2 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

13 

— 

— 

4 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

10.45fo 

3.5f= 

Tuberculosis  only 

W^ole  carcases  condemned 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

... 

— 

— 

— 

4 

- 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis  carcases  of 
which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

. 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 
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Poultiy 


A retailer  v/ho  y/as  taking  frozen  chickens  out  of  their  deep  freeze 
for  display  and  returning  the  unsold  was  persuaded  to  discontinue  the 
practice. 

Intensive  systems  of  husbandry  or  factory  farming  have  given  rise 
to  the  broiler  chicken  and  battery  hen,  and  brought  in  their  wake  disquiet 
about  cruelty  and  a lowering  of  nutritional  values*  Svidence  that  battery- 
hen  eggs  are  less  nutritious  than  ’’free  range”  is  scanty.  The  free  range 
hen  is,  however,  usually  more  in  need  of  arti-coccidiosis  drugs  and  anti- 
biotics than  the  battery  bird.  Moreover,  the  economics  of  broiler  or 
battery-egg  production  are  such  that  the  producer  cannot  afford  disease 
or  mortality  rates  on  the  scale  prevailing  at  ’’natural”  farms.  At  present, 
legislation  regulating  the  humane  slaughter  of  broilers  does  not  exist. 

Byelaws  - Hairdressers  and  Barbers 

There  are  twenty-one  of  these  promises  in  Felixstowe. 

G-enerally  standards  are  satisfactory.  The  main  deficiences  in  practice 
appear  to  be  neglect  to  wash  and  sterilise  instruments  and  combs  after  use 
and  before  re-use,  a,nd  omission  to  provide  a single- service  clean  towel  or 
paper  v/rap  for  each  costumer. 


Clean  Air  Act,  1936 

Two  applications  concerning  chimney  height  and  prior  approval  of  a 
furnace  were  apprciised  and  approved. 

Significant,  perhaps,  as  to  the  whiteness  of  Felixstowe’s  atmosphere 
v/as  the  decision  of  a Government  department  to  remove  the  filter  from  the 
air-conditioning  plant  in  its  local  offices  because  of  the  meagre  deposit 
arrested. 

Section  16  of  the  Act  - which  controls  smoke  nuisances  not  emanating 
from  chimneys  — had  to  bo  invoked  to  curb  the  zeal  of  a back— garden  incendi£J.rist. 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

This  Act  places  a statutory  duty  on  the  occupier  of  any  land  or  buildings 
to  notify  the  Council  of  any  infestation  of  his  premises  by  rats  of  mice.  The 
number  of  notifications  or  complaints  received  during  the  year  wae?- 

298  Private  Houses  40  Business  Premises 

8 Waste  Land  or  Neglected  Building  Plots 
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A summary  of  work  perfomed  appears  in  the  following  Table. 


Table  13 


Property 

Inspections 

Treatment 

Private  dwellings, 

Council  Houses, 

Allotments  etc. 

3022 

1018 

Farms 

42 

Nil 

Business  Premises 

251 

68 

Council  Works  & 

Depots 

79 

58 

Total 

3394 

1144 

Private  dwellings  are  treated  without  charge.  Treatment  at  business 
premises  is  conditional  upon  the  payment  of  the  cost  incurred. 


Disinfections  and  Disinfestations 


Disinfestation  of  roornsg  bedding  etc.^  totalled  3*  The  destruction  of 
56  wasps’  nests  and  2 ants’  nests  was  accomplished.  Also  speedily  despatched 
but  unharmed  was  a colony  of  be.ts  in  a roof  space. 

A tenaciously  troublesome  infestation  of  Woolly  Boars  ~ the  larvae  of 
the  Carpet  Beetle  - v/as  treated  several  times  before  clearance  could  be  reported. 
Meanwhile  much  damage  had  been  done  to  household  goods  by  the  invaders 9 believed 
to  have  come  from  a house  martin’s  nest. 

Regular  application  of  l.nivicidal  agents  to  such  mosquito-breeding  grounds 
as  pondsj  pools 9 ditches  and  marshland  v/as  effected  from  March  to  October.  A 
not  uncommon  species  of  mosquito  found  locally  is  T.  annulata,  which  feeds  on 
man  and  animals  by  day  and  night.  Though  the  imniediate  effects  of  a bite  are 
not  painful 9 subsequent  irritation  makes  it  difficult  to  resist  scratching  and 
the  seat  of  the  bite  may  become  a large  swelling.  Apart  from  the  discomfort  cf 
bites  and  disturbance  of  sleep 9 there  is  the  danger  of  mosquitoes  spreading 
disease 9 so  that  mosquito-control  measures  are  worth  while. 
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Administration  of  Factories  Act,  1937  tc  I96O 


Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions,  as  to  health. 


Premises 

-tTumber 

Number  of 

on 

Inspections 

V/ritten 

Occupiers 

Register 

Notices 

Prosecuted 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which 

Sections  1,  2,  3?  4 
and  6 are  to  be 

enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

13 

— 

— 

— 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included 

in  (i)  in  y;hich  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

80 

18 

— 

— 

(iii) 

Other  premises  in 
v;hich  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out- 
v/orhers'  premises) 

93 


18 


Number  of 

cases  in 

which  defects 

Humber  of 

. were  2- 

.cases  in  which 

Referred 

;prosecutions 

Found 

To  H.M 

By  H.IL 

:were  institu- 

; (1) 

Remedied 

Inspect 0 

r Inspector 

ted 

, :.(2). 

; (1).,,. 

(4.).. 

(.5), 

>/ant  of  cleanlinoss  (Si) 

— 

— 

— 

: Overcrowding  (S2) 

- 

— 

— 

mm 

; Unreasonable  temperature  (S3)-  — 

— 

mm 

mm 

'Inadequate  ventilation  (S4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

; Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 

Number “ of 

cases  in  which 
prosecutions 

Referred 

•Found 

To  H.M. 

By  HoMo 

•were  institu- 

(1) 

■ Remedied 

Inspector 

.Inspector 

tad 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  conveniences 

- 

— 

— 

mm 

(a)  Insufficient 

- 

— 

mm 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

defective 

5 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  of fen- 

ces  relating  to  Outv/or:-.) 

— 

— 

TOTAL 


PART  V111  OF  THE  ACT 


OUTWORK 

Sections  110  and  111 


Sec 

tion  110 

Section 

111 

No  of 

No  of 

■ No  of 

No  of 

outv/crkers 

cases  of 

proeecu- 

instances 

Nature 

in  Aug-ust 

default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices 

; Pro GO—  ■ 

01  v/crlc 

list 

in  sending 

: failure 

unwhole- 

served 

■ cutions! 

required 

list  to 

. to  supply 

some 

by  section 

110  (1)  (c) 

Council 

: lists 

premises 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

: (4) 

(5) 

(6) 

i (7)  : 

Wearing)  Makn.  ng 
Apparel)  etc 

• 

Cleaning 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

and 

Washing 

Household  linen 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

; 

Lace  9 lace  cur- 
tains and  nets 

— 

— - 

-- 

— 

— 

; — 

Curtains  and 
furniture  hang- 

ings 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

i — 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

: — 

File  mahing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5rass  and  brass 

articles 

■ 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Fur  pulling 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

j — 

Iron  and 
steel  Ccibles 
and  chains 

Iron  and 
steel  anchors 
a,nd  grapnels 

warn 

Cart  gear 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

; — 

Locks  9 latches 
and  keys 

mt0m 

; _ 

•M 

Umbrellas  etc 

— 

— 

! 

t 

PART  V1 1 1 OF  THE-  ACT  Cont  o 


OUTAQRX: 

Sections  1 10  and  1 1 1 


Secti-on  110  Section  111 


Ro  of 

;'N0  Of 

No  of 

No  of  ; 

Out -workers 

; cases  of 

pros ecu- 

•instances 

• 

in  August 

; default 

tions  for 

of  work  in 

Notices  • 

Prose- 

list 

;in  sending  : 

failure 

unwhole- 

served 

cut ions 

required 

ilists  to 

to  supply 

some 

by  section 

110  (i)  (c) 

•Council 

lists 

premises 

(2) 

^ (3) 

(4) 

i (5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Artificial 

Plov/ers 

: . 

mm 

MM 

Rets  other 
than  wire  nets 

Try- 

— 

— 

Tents 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

Sacks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Racquet  and 
tennis  balls 

mmm 

_ 

MM 

MM 

MM 

Paper  bags 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

The  making  of 
boxes  or  other 
receptacles  or 
parts  thereof 
made  v/holly  or 
partially  of 
paper 

Brush  -naki ng 

- 

— 

— 

Pea  i;-icV:ing 

— 

- 

- 

1 'e a t h e r so r t i ng 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Carding  -etc.- 
of  buttons 

_ 

. 

MM 

MM 

M».' 

Stuffed  toys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Easkei  making 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

Chocolates  and 
sv/eetmeats 

MX* 

. 

MM 

MM 

Cosaques  Christmas 
stockings  etCo 

• 

Textile  weaving 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Lampshades 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■total 

1 

mm 

— 

« 

- 

* 

# 


r 


% 
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^ * 
i 
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